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Joe C. Davis Jr., Our Kind of Guy 


By Hunter Bransletter 

It is evident to anyone who visits 
MBA's campus that Joe C. Davis, Jr. must 
have been someone of significance to our 
school. You don't name a 33.000 square 
foot building after just anyone. Though Mr. 
Davis shunned public recognition, soon 
after his death MBA's Board of Trustees 
voted unanimously to name the edifice that 
houses our music and art classrooms, 
cafeteria, and theater after the man that 
contributed so much of his time and 
resources to our school. Before I elaborate 
on Mr. Davis* presence at MBA during his 
adult life. I want to tell you about his years 
as an MBA student. After reading Mr. 
Ridley Wills ll's biography of Mr. Davis 
and consulting with Mr. Davis' sister. Mrs. 
Bond Davis DeLoache. I found Joe's story 
to be both entertaining and inspiring. I think 
you'll agree that he was "our kind of guy.” 

Joe C. Davis, Jr. was not bom to 
special privileges; instead, he created his 
own opportunities. In fact, the only way he 
was able to come to MBA was as a 
scholarship student. While playing tennis 
for public Central High, young Joe yearned 
to be a member of Nashville's best high 
school tennis team, which, as you might 
guess, was MBA's. Mr. Davis later 
recounted. “We were getting beat by 
Montgomery Bell Academy, when I walked 
up to MBA coach John Davidson and told 
him 1 wanted to play for him. but I could 
not afford MBA. Coach told me son»e boys 
got scholarships. I said 'O.K., then. I want 
one of those.'” 


Despite the fact that he entered 
MBA as a sophomore and. thus, only 
attended for three years. Joe Davis' impact 
on MBA 
athletics was 
significant. 

H i s 
legendary 
tennis skills 
enabled him 
to lead 
MBA's tennis 
team to new 
heights as he 
won, among 
other things, 
the 1936 
singles 
championship 
of the 
National 
Preparatory 
School tennis 
tournament. 

In spite of his 
incredible 
success as a 
tennis player. Joe insisted that he never had 
much natural talent; instead, he trained hard 
every day to achieve his goals. While no 
one would question Joe's drive to succeed, 
his humility is ftuther demonstrated by the 
fact that Joe. believing it was 
ungentlemanly, would not defeat an 
opponent “love and love”. He would 
always “lank” one game if the match 


happened to be so one-sided. Though he 
will always be best remembered for his 
incredible ulent at tennis. Joe also earned 
a football 
letter and 
starred on 
MBA's 
19 3 7 
basketball 
team. In 
fact. Joe 
was named 
to the All 
City 
basketball 
team by the 
Nashille 
Banner. I 
believe that 
our current 
athletes 
would 
welcome 
Joe into 
their fold if 
he were an 
B A 

student today. 

Yet Joe was appreciated by his 
peers for so much more than his athletic 
prowess. At his graduation. Joe received 
the Martin Award, given to the most 
outstanding boy' in the school. In the 
student newspaper (then called the 
Montgomery Bell Bulletin), the following 
was written. “As Joe leaves MBA so leaves 


one of the finest boys that has ever entered 
this school. He is ever courteous, honest, 
clean {!], and straightforward. To those that 
know him. his friendship has meant much. 
He is the kind of boy that a school is proud 
to have...” Later, his long-time friend and 
doubles partner, Mr. Johnny Heyden. 
further de^bed Joe Davis as someone who 
“was extremely modest and tried to shun 
praise... very loyal... [and] a good sport 
who believed in playing by the rules.” It 
sounds as if ANY of us would have been 
proud to count Joe among us. 

However, today's MBA students 
whose families are not so well off might best 
relate to Joe. Joe Davis believed that no 
one should get something for nothing, and 
he.was willing to work for what he wanted. 
As a teenager. Joe was so eager to improve 
his tetuiis game that he would do any menial 
job needed at Belle Meade Country Club 
so that he could learn from watching older 
players and have an opportunity to play 
whenever he could. Even as early as age 
twelve. Joe applied for a job as a car hop at 
a “pie wagon.” Sent away because he was 
too young, Joe returned to the proprietor 
and offered to work for free until he proved 

Continued on 
Page 3 
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The Cellophony^ and a Farewell to a 
Few of Our Most Talented Seniors 

By Max Douglas and Mr. Anderson Gaither 


with a range of sounds, plucking and quartet of Matt, Matt, Michael, and 



Wesley, Matt Hamilton. Michael, and Matt Bow Out 


On Wednesday evening, April 9*. 
five M.B. A. seniors gave their time and their 
music to benefit the W.O. Smith School, 
which provides music lessons and 
instruments for children for whom such 
instruction otherwise would be impossible 
due to familial financial constraints. The 
concert lasted about an hour, drawing an 
almost full 
house of 
cello- 
groupies. 

As great as 
the music 
was, this 
reviewer 
could not 
banish 
from his 
mind the 
heaviness 
and 
melancholy 
caused by 
knowing 
that we at 
M.B. A. are 
hearing 
these 
fellows for 
the last 
time. For 
six years 
we have 
watched 
Hamilton 
Berry and 
Michael 
DeBruyn work and grow into world class 
musicians. Not many schools can claim to 
have one musician so widely acclaimed, but 
we at M.B.A. have been blessed with two 
of the finest cellists of their age 
group in the country, if not the 
world. They have delisted the 
M.B.A. family with their skill and 
flexible repertoire for all these 
years, and to lose such talented 
young men is a difficult loss. 

But such doleful 
thoughts became fewer and fewer 
as the music prevailed and lifted 
us with its exuberance and 
sincerity. Joining Hamilton and 
Michael, and bringing perhaps 
not equal reputations, but 
certainly obvious talent and 
preparation, were Man Conrad on 
guitar, Man Hearn on percussion, 
and Wesley Langlois with the 
harmonica and guitar. These five 
produced a show and a sound 
those in anendance will not soon 
forget. 

M.B.A. will miss Wesley and his 
multi-faceted, sometimes quirky musical 
skill, and the more we see and hear Man 


Hearn and Matt Conrad the more we 
appreciate their talent. 

From the beginning of the evening, 
as Wesley played his ukelele and whistled 
his way through Love Me Tender, 
accompanying himself with a neat toe- 
tapping, until the end of the show when 
Hamilton, Michael, Matt, and Matt 
performed 
their 
second 
number 
from a 
Radiohead 
album, our 
appreciation 
for the 
range of 
skills these 
fe 1 1 o w s 
displayed 
borders on 
worship. 
In between 
wc heard 
solos from 
Hamilton 
and 
Michael, 
each 
playing a 
piece 
composed 
by J. S. 
Bach: we 
heard 
Wesley 
doing a 
couple of 
Neil Young songs, as he sang, played the 
guitar and the harmonica, with his voice 
sounding as thin and old and beautiful as 
Mr. Young's; Hamilton and Michael 


performed a work composed by Hamilton 
himself, musically portraying his daily 
awakening and rising, a remarkable work. 


smimming, sharps and flats; the quartet then 
did John Lennon’s In My Life, with the cellos 
sounding not unlike hopeful voices at times; 
this was followed by Hamilton and Michael 
speeding through a Vivaldi movement at 
double speed, reminding us that the cello is 
a cousin of the fiddle, with the two cellists 
almost in competition with each other, 
dueling, as it were, and then smiling at one 
another halfway through, an anomaly for 
two such mechanically precise players; the 
quartet then performed an original work by 
Matt Conrad, and possibly our favorite 
number of the night, the latter half of which 
was improvisation, with Matt sUrting the 
music with a peaceful guitar rhythm and 
joined later by the others, and we came to 
appreciate fh>m this piece more fully the very 
real talent of Matt Hearn and Matt Conrad: 
penultimately, Wesley did his Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow, whistling, and we will 
forever 
remember 
this number 
and 
Wesley and 
the delight 
he has 
brought to 
so many 
classes and 
assemblies 
and even to 
a Mother- 
S o n 
Breakfast; 
as the show 
ended with 
the quartet 
performing 
another 
Radiohead 
number, our 
appreciation 
for that strange. New Age fusion group grew 
because of the expert rendering by our own 


Hamilton. 

Wesley’s introduction to his songs 
eerily reminds us Dr. Ncergaard’s technique 
of starting with a single strum, looking at 
his fingers on the frets, looking back up at 
the audience with a profound facial 
expression, and then finishing the number 
with a joke. 

When watching Hamilton and 
Michael, wc almost seemed to stare with 
awe at such cello behemoths. To watch with 
si^h rapt attention was almost dizzying. The 
fans of Hamilton and Michael cannot help 
but notice the difference in the 
expressiveness of each young man as he 
plays his music. Michael appears so stolid, 
so calm, af^iarently internalizing his passion 
as he plays. Hamilton, on the other hand, 
has always been much more physically 
expressive, displaying an almost sensual, 
but certainly sensuous, relationship with 
the music. 

The audience’s appreciation for all 
aspects of the evening was evident by the 
loud and vigorous applause after each 
number and by the sustained standing 
ovation at the end. Not one person in the 
audience could complain that he did not get 
more than his money’s worth for an evening 
of great performances. People stood around 
after the show excitedly commenting on all 
they had heard and sharing their 
appreciation for each boy who had taken 
the stage. 

M.B.A. may have championship 
teams in football, lacrosse, track, and debate, 
and M.B.A. may win awards for art and 
language competition, and M.B.A. may 
have produced merit scholars more than 
other schools, but rising from the Paschall 
Theater last Wednesday night was music 
to match the highest levels of M.B.A. ’s 
achievements. A generous amount of money 
was raised also for the W.O. Smith School 
of Music. Thanks, Hamilton, Michael, Matt, 
Matt, and Wesley, for your contributions 
to good deeds and to our sensibilities. 




Hamilton and Michael jammin* on some J.S. Bach 
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Joe C. Davis (Cont’d) 


The MBA Horoscope 

By Jeffrey Zager '*• 


his worth. Joe’s work was so impressive 
that soon he was not only put on the 
payroll, but also sur>ervised the other car 
hops. The ways that Joe chose to cam 
money for his family were not always so 
well received. The golf pro at Belle Meade 
Country Club was not amused when Joe 
and his younger sister fished lost balls out 
of the creek on the golf course and resold 
the balls to the gentlemen at the club. 


Joe's entrepreneurial spirit and 
devotion to his family became even more 
clear when his father died. Joe was a 
freshman at Vanderbilt on a basketball and 
tennis scholarship but decided that, as the 
eldest child in his family, he should quit 
school and go to work. When his mother 
replied that he would do so “over her dead 
body," Joe. instead, became a campus 
salesman. He sold, among other things, 
tailor-made suits to his fiiends and fraternity 


brothers for S45 a suit. In 2001, 62 years 
later, Mr. Joe Thompson (known to MBA 
students for his World War II stories) still 
remembered Joe Davis standing outside the 
Phi Delu Theta house holding a satchel full 
of suit samples. 

While at Vanderbilt, Joe played 
basketball on the team that defeated Adolph 
Rupp’s seemingly unstoppable University 
of Kentucky team on their home court. More 


significantly, he won many tennis 
championships including two City, three 
SEC, the Tennessee Sate, several Mid- 
Souths, and the National Prep. Suffice it to 
say that, in later years, Mr. Davis was 
inducted into the inaugural class of the 
Tennessee Tennis Hall of Fame and the 
Tennessee Sports Hail of Fame, and in a 
1990 dedication, the Vanderbilt Athletic 


if you are anything like me, the first 
thing that you do when you get a new 
calendar is mark two dates, your birthday 
and founders’ day. But let’s be honest, every 
year we hear the same biographies of the 
same people. Granted, biographies are nice 
and all, but considering that all of our 
“founders" are dead, we hear the same thing 
every year. Now if you ask me, there is only 
one way to really get to know a person, and 
that way is (as I’m sure you all guessed) to 
read their horoscope. Now let us expand 
upon that concept. The only way to really 
get to know the aura of MBA is to read its 
horoscope. 

The first official day of school at 
MBA was in mid-September of 1 867. That 
makes the school a Virgo. Apparently there 
are several different ways of “interpreting" 
the stars. The first is by the zodiac sign. 
The Virgo’s key word is precision. 
Organization, cleanliness, and order are 
common attributes of all Virgos (kind of 


Department called Joe Davis “the greatest 
tennis player in Commodore history." 

Not long after he graduated from 
Vanderbilt, the United States became 
involved in World War II, and Joe enlisted 
in the Navy. After serving our country 
admirably as a lieutenant involved in events 
such as the invasions of Sicily. Salerno and 
Normandy. Joe came home to Nashville. He 
returned to work for coal multi-millionaire. 
Justin “Jett" Potter, learning the coal 
business “from the bottom up." Joe worked 
for Nashville Coal Company for ten years 
before starting his own extremely successful 
company, Davis Coals. Inc. in 1955. 

Retaining the lessons he learned 
in his youth, Joe Davis was always vigilant 
to keep his costs as low as possible and 
excelled at it. At one point, one of his coal 
companies became the most efficient coal- 
mining company in the United States; 
people from as far away as Germany came 
to study it Joe’s legendary fhigality was a 
part of his personal life as well; he was just 
as cost conscious in his everyday living as 
he was in his business decisions. After 
accruing incredible wealth, he remained 
unpretentious. He flew economy class on 
all his trips, leased a low-key office, and 
sometimes wore only his tennis shoes when 
playing golf at Belle Meade Country Club. 
Though thrifty, Joe was also sensitive to 



CHARGES AND DATE OF OPENING -The tuition charge for the High School Depart- 
ment will be $165.00 ($55.Cp a termi; for the Grade Department $135.00 ($45.00 a term). 
There will be no fees except for those taking a science which requires laboratory work. 
There will be a fee of $3.0^ for such courses. By special arrangement payments may be 
made by the month if so de^ed. Registration Sepi 9 Telephone 7-1833. 


creq)y, isn’t it?). They like certainty in life 
and analyze everything. The Virgo has a 
thirst for intellectual inquiry, is attracted to 
history, and has a knack for speaking 
languages (1 kid you not). According to the 
sun sign (1 didn’t know it existed either), 
those bom under this sign are the butt of 
jokes for being so critical. Virgos are 
industrious, methodical, and efficient. 

As for compatibility with other 
schools (like Harpeth Hall), I again 
consulted the signs of the zodiac. Both 
schools are Virgos. which causes the ever 
so risky “inter-sign relationship." According 
to astrology.com, the Virgo Virgo 
relationship works like a well-oiled machine. 
As long as they are not harsh with one 
another, the relationship will remain fulfilling. 

Having invested a good three to 
five minutes (depending on reading speed) 
on expanding your knowledge, you are now 
free to move about the newspaper and read 
any article of your choosing. 


those in need and gave generously, and 
often anonymously, to them. He retained 
his deep love and sense of responsibility 
for his family throughout his life, even 
helping to look out for his younger brother’s 
family upon his brother’s untimely death. 

Though he earned every step 
taken on the road to his phenomenal 
successes in life, Joe Davis remained 
grateful to those who helped him along the 
way. In 1 976. he established the Joe C. Davis 
Foundation, “a private charitable 
foundation" whose “fundamental mission 
is to help people help themselves.” 
Although Mr. Davis gave generously to 
other institutions such as Vanderbilt, of 
particular interest to us on the hill is the 
way in which Mr. Davis supported MBA in 
his later life. He was heavily involved as an 
MBA trustee, chairing, for example, the 
search committee that hired Mr. Gordon 
Bondurant as headmaster. When he became 
MBA’s board chairman, Mr. Davis was 
determined to see that the school’s 
endowment was increased to SI6 million 
dollars. His own financial support of MBA 
was bountiful; for example, he (fittingly) 
gave the lead gift for new tennis courts. 
During Mr. Davis’ nine year tenure as chair, 
the school prospered in other ways as well; 
for instance. Dr. Douglas D. Paschall was 
hired as headmaster. Mr. Davis once 
summed up his appreciation for the 
opportunities MBA afforded him when he 
said, “Montgomery Bell Academy. . gave me 
the foundation of a career. It's not easy to 
repay that sort of debt.” 1 believe, that for 
those of us in school today. MBA’s impact 
on this outstanding man can be best 
illustrated in the telegram young Joe sent 
home when, as a college student, he won 
the Mid- South tennis tournament. He 
reverted to his Latin training at MBA. simply 
stating, “Veni, vidi, vici." And so he did. 



ENTERTAINMENT 


The Life of David Gale: The Lacanian Fantasy 

ByJohaPanea ^ 


I did a small expose one day when 
I was bored - it is about The Life of David 
Gale, a current film that is out 1^ Alan 
Parker. The film features Kevin Spacey 
playing a previous professor of philosophy 
on Death Row (ironically, he was once the 
sute’s leading proponent of abolishing the 
death penalty.) 

Alan Parker has broken quite a few 
records in film history. Here he has created 
a piece that is aesthetically pleasing, 
cinematographically intriguing, and 
stnicturally brilliam. He had done this before 
in Mississippi Burning, but the trick that 
really makes this work unique is he 
completely ripped off Jacques Lacan 
without even t^ing caught. Probably 
because he made the preview so his 
audience would be brain-candy-driven, air- 
head. spineless teenagers who spend more 
time hanging out at the mall than figuring 
out who they are beyond what Old Navy 
instructs them to be. Don't get me v^Tong • 
Alan Parker is absolutely brilliant, he really 
is. He transformed the thoughts and 
philosophies of one of the greatest 20* 
century minds into a both “cool" and mind- 
bending film, but he also began the credits 
with “Directed with Alan Parker" rather than 
“Directed by Alan Parker, The Tool of 
Jacques Lacan". 

Quick philosophical history 
lesson: Lacan, a student of the Freudian 


thought process, focused his analyses at 
the complexity of the desire. What is so 
desirable about our fantasy? Merely that 
we cannot have it Once we get it there is 
nothing to it because we already have H. 
Only throu^ the idealization and longing 
for something that we cannot get can we 
avoid the painful let-down of achievement. 
That's a simple explanation of a philosophy 
that practically only Lacan fully 
understands. 

The movie is drenched with 
Lacanian references; Professor David Gale 
teaches Lacan to his philosophy class at 
the beginning of the movie; Bitsey Bloom 
(the reporter who meets with Gale in the 
three days prior to the date set for his 
execution) lusts for the truth in the Gale 
situation only to be left crying; the climax 
of the movie (which the audience looks 
forward to for over two hours) quidcly erupts 
in about fifteen seconds, a snippet of 
Oedipus Rex is shown at the end (the story 
of Oedipus Rex was the primary example 
used in Lacan's writing); Bloom craves to 
find a certain video-tape only to be in horror 
when she watches it; frightened Bitsey 
walks iq) to a shower curtain and hurls it 
aside to find there is nothing behind h, etc. 
Everything done to the dime matches. Even 
a small “sex scene" which is slow and painful 
for its participants is the ultimate anti- 
climatic moment compared to how much 
praise is assigned to sexual intercourse. 


Get Ready for River 
Stages 2003! May 3-5 

By Justin Hall 


Every year thousands of people 
flock to Riverfront Park for Nashville's 
largest live music festival. This year is 
bound to be no different. With the music 
and dancing starting at 4:30 PM Friday, 3 
May and ending 8K)0 PM on Sunday. 5 May. 
River Stages will no doubt be one huge 
party. 

Over the years, people have grown 
to expect River Stages to have some of the 
honest artists around. With acts such as 
Everclear. John Mayer, the B-52's, Live, Def 
Leppard (yes, the band with the one armed 
drummer). Buddy Guy. Steve Winwood. and 
others (over 60 bands total) this year’s show 
is sure to be a success. 

The types of music vary from 
blues with Buddy Guy to grunge-punk with 
Everclear to janv groove with Disco Biscuits. 
Almost every genre of music is represemed. 
and with bands such as Live, who have sold 
over 17 million records worldwide, tickets 
will probably sell out quickly. With five 
suges. you will never be stuck listening to 
a band you don't like. 


Tickets are on sale at http:// 
www.nashvilleriverstages.eom/2003/ and 
www.ticketrruister.com. The three-day pass 
is $40. which is a fair price to pay for the 
amount of music. However, plan on 
bringing more, as no outside food or drink 
is permitted inside the park, aiul you cannot 
smuggle these in with backpacks since 
those aren't allowed either. 

To pick up girls, head over to the stage 
of John Mayer. While he is one of the worst 
artists playing this year by far. thousands 
of girls tvill gravitate towards his stage. This 
would be an excellent time to meet some 
ladies; even though you have to endure 
agonizing aural pain, it could be worth it 

That's about it for River Stages 
this year. To see the complete list of baruis 
and schedules, head on over to http:// 
www.nashvilleriverstages.eom/2003/. The 
schedules and stages for the bands will be 
posted as they are confirmed. 


Where does this leave us though? 
Parker is naturally too curuiing to be just 
running around with a camera, flaunting that 
he read Lacan in college. The answer, 
however, lies only in the philosophical realm 
which Parker could not communicate 
through film to brainless, open-mouthed 
NeatMferthals staring at a 30-foot image of 
Kate Wuislet. When we play into the hands 
of desire and finally reach it, we are left with 
nothing. It is like a mirage in the middle of a 
desert. Parker validates his point when the 
dream explodes right in front of the 
audience members' faces. Without tur ning 
this article into a massive plot-spoiler, I can 
say this: those who cry at the ending of The 
Lfe of David Gale probably do not get it 
They think that we fell short of our goal. 
Imagine trying to jump onto the next higher 


step on a staircase. For these people missing 
the stair would result in fiilling down in 
failure. Lacan, and now Alan Parker, would 
lead us to believe that in jumping and 
reaching the stair, it merely vanishes 
beneath us. Missing it completely, though, 
will place the stair beneath us, dragging us 
up to the physical achievemem of the dream 
and to a new level of consciousness. 

If you like “classic" movies that 
provide a (pointless) suspense factor, a race 
against time aspect, then go see Gale. If 
you like philosophy and analyzing anything 
besides price tags of items at the mall, then 
go sec Gale. The once flippant film director 
Alan Parker has earned himself a spot as 
one of the smartest men alive and also 
validated a point that wisdom is like wine, it 
merely grows with age. 


The Bell Ringer 


Co-Editors-in-Chief 

John Eason 


WinOioppin 

Managing Editor 

Jack Bryant 

Entertainment Editor 

Josh Mayhew 

Sports Editor 

Ted Tywang 

Buisness Editor 

Daniel Gluck 

Opinkms E^tor 

Chris Smith 

Staff Writers 

Hunter Branstetter 
Max Douglas 

Jeffrey Zager 

John Patten 

Justin Hall 

Josh Sumislawski 
Curtis Lane 

Wilson CJarrett 
Chrisitq)her Schuller 
Ben Pole 

Advisors 

Mr. Anderson Gaither 
Mrs. Arme Christeson 


The Bell Ringer is a nonprofit newspaper operated and 
published by and for the students of Montgomerv be Bell Academy. 
Views expressed in The Bell Ringer do not necessarily represent 
those held by the staff or school. 

Letters to the editor are encouraged, and can be given to a 
member of the editorial staff, or sent to 
HkB^it^fc.nnonigDmerybell.com. These letters must be signed, but 
names will be withheld on request Letters will be edited for lei^ if 
necessary. 

The staffofThe Bell Ringer prepares all copy, beadbnes. 
and photographs at Montgomery Bell Academy. Franklin- Web in 
Franklin, T cnncsscc. Hi|||thepMa 



SPORTS 5 

After Great Start, Track Lets Doug Hall Slip Away 

By Josh Sumislawski 


Since its season began on a cold 
afternoon in February, MBA's track team 
has been outside, whether rain or shine, 
practicing hard for its upcoming meets. 
Every day the distance runners have been 
keeping up their six-mile jogs, the sprinters 
have been working on a combination of 
exchanges, field events, and workouts, and 
the throwers have been training under their 
new coach, a star thrower right from 
Vanderbilt. Over the past month, all of this 
effort has paid off as the meets finally began. 

One of the places where the Big 
Red has had the most success is in the 
weekday meets against teams from 
everywhere around Nashville like Father 
Ryan, FRA. and Overton. Against Hillsboro 
and MLK. in particular, the team easily 
brought home the gold metal in twelve out 
of eighteen events. Overall, these weekday 


meets have been big wins, with the 
competition rarely able to come within forty 
points - a perfect start to the season. 

Despite the success, however, 
problems began to arise in the weekend 
meets, where the competition grew much 
tougher. When everyone headed down to 
Memphis for the Briarcrest Invitational, the 
team came in second place out of seven 
teams. Next week at the Mid-South Classic, 
the team faced the same problem, losing to 
Baylor. McCallie, and BA with only sixty- 
three points. They were the first two meets 
of the season where MBA left without a 
first-place trophy. 

The Doug Hall Relays, which the 
Big Red has won seven times in the past 
eight years, held on April 1 2*, were another 
slight disappointment as the learn again fell 
short of the evil sports empire, Brentwood 
Academy, by only $even-and-a-half points. 


“We lost the meet in the beginning, 
not the end,” Coach Pruitt said, refuting The 
Tennessean's comment that MBA lost in the 
sprint medley relay run by Chandler TVgard, 
Lewis Dawson, Matt Rowenczak, and 
Robert Foster (not Chambliss Shillinglaw, 
Jay Pilkerton, Nathan Mulherin, and "Clay” 
Trammell, as the experts at The Tennessean 
were quick to report). “Had we won the 
earlier events - the 4 x 1600 relay, the 
distance medley relay, and the 4 x 1 00 relay 
- instead of BA, we would have won.” 

Otherwise, the team did well, 
winning the high jump, the pole vault, the 4 
X 800 relay, and the middle-distance medley 
relay. Jeff Snyder was named MVP after 
taking first place in the pole vault and the 4 
X 800 relay and second place in the distance 
medley. 

Although there have been three 
losses, the team remains confident that it 


will do very well in the upcoming 
championships. 

“There is a lot of good competition 
there. BA, especially, has a good team,” 
sophomore Brock Baker said. “But I am 
optimistic. We have a lot of good athletes 
like Mulherin, Trammell, and Carney - too 
many to name - on our side also." 

The freshman team, which has its 
championship meet right around the comer, 
expects to do well. 

“We’re gonna win,” all of them said 

together. 

As the season reaches its peak, 
come and support MBA’s track team. The 
next big meet is the Shoney’s Nashville 
Championship from April 29* to May 2“^ at 
Harpeth Hall. 


Baseball Finds Success through Great Hitting 

By Curtis Lane 


MBA's baseball team has gotten 
off to a solid start this season. They have 
amassed a 10-8 record, and. despite a few 
inconsistencies, are playing well. The 
offense has gotten off to a hot start, scoring 
1 14 runs in just eighteen games. Two of the 
biggest keys in the offensive explosion this 
year have been senior Wesley Langlois and 
junior Brad French. Wes, the designated 
hitter, has a .521 batting average with 21 


runs batted in and three home runs. So (y 
this season, he has been the offensive heart 
and soul of the team. Brad, playing second 
base and pitching, has a .404 batting average 
with 12 runs batted in and three home mns. 
It has been the whole team, however, not 
just these two guys, that has contributed 
to this year’s incr^ible offense. The team 
batting average for the season is an 
astounding .342, one of the best team 



Take it 

STRAIGHT 

to The end zone 


averages in the recent past for MBA’s team. 
There always seems to be a runner on base, 
creating constant pressure on the opposing 
pitcher and more chances for MBA’s 
offense. 

The offense, however, has not 
been the only reason for this team’s success. 
Senior Hunter Hawkins is pitching very well. 
He has a 3-1 record with a 1,75 earned ran 
average and 15 strikeouts. Brad French and 
Scott Pettus have both also pitched well for 
the team. Junior Michael Fisher has missed 
a couple of games due to injury, and should 
help the team a lot when he returns. The 
team looks to be getting ready for the stretch 
run and hopes to start playing well heading 
into the end of the season. Brad French says. 


“We are getting closer and closer to creating 
a solidified lineup as we approach region 
play. Our pitching staff is as good as it has 
ever been and our bats have started up. We 
will be state contenders this year.” 

The success of this year’s team 
has really brought in the fans. The team has 
been getting amazing fan support. Everyone 
should make an effort to come out and watch 
a game. This team is fun to watch. In addition. 
Coach Wims wanted me to say, “The team 
really appreciates the fan support by both 
the students and the faculty,” and wanted 
me to mention “the hard work that Mr. 
Jackson, Mr. Norton and his staff. Mr. Delk, 
Coach Vaught, Coach Rutledge, and Mrs. 
Morrissey have done to make our season 
ran smoothly this year.” 


Serving Dinner 

MonThurs 10:30am-9:30pm & fri-Sat 10:30am-1 0:30pm 

Serving Breakfast 

9:00am*12:00noon on Saturday only 


55 years and still cookin’! 


2413 Elllston Place • 327-9892 
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NEWS 


Concert Review: The Vivid Lemon/ 
Red Light Shift at Rocketown 


Preview of 
One Acts 

By Wilswj Garret 


At the end of April, the theater 
experience will climax with seven short plays 
directed by members of the Studio Theater 
class. These eight seniors have been 
preparing to present these plays all year. 
They have been in control of all aspects of 
the production, ensuring that these 
performances will be an extravaganza that 
the audience will never, ever forget. 

First off in this night of fun is Rules 
of Love, directed by Whiuiey Mills, in which 
a priest (Matt Conrad) has an affair with a 
young woman (Margaret Riley). Taking 
place entirely within a confessional, this 
play shows the priest’s struggle with the 
life he always known and the woman he 
loves. Out of the same vein as John Hughes’s 
beloved Breakfast Club comes Josh 
Mayhew’s Random Acts of Art, in which 
several students in an art room attempt to 
break down the barriers established by their 
own personalities. This play hosts the MBA 
debuts of Jenna Mazza. Adams Carrol, and 
Cutler Averbuch, as well as the returns of 
Matt Nemer and senior star Liz Warner. Jenna 
Mazza will also star along with Doug 
Altenberg in Richard Howell’s production 
of Funeral Parlor, a hilarious look into a 
funeral interrupted by a peculiar observer 
who seems to be there for the fun of it. but 
in the end helps the widow to learn to grieve. 
Also dealing with death is Boiling People 
in my Coffee, directed by Timothy Vaughn. 
In this hilarious new play, a crazed couple 
(Olivia Peterson and Ben Pote) has dug up 
their dead son’s body for the sixth time, 
forcing the sheriff (Caldwell Taruier) to come 
get calling once again. Brian Christie and 
Paul Reynold’s will co-direct A Stye of the 
Eye. If you want to see Alvin Love play a 
brain-damaged actress or Ben Newman play 
the old mother of an incestuous family, this 
is definitely the play to watch. It also takes 
a new spin on the good brother/ evil brother 
story by making the two characters Jake and 
Frankie be played by the one and only Charlie 
Pate. Wilson Garrett will direct Hard Candy, 
an office comedy in which the characters 
will do anything to get a higher position in 
a corporation, including bribery, seduction, 
nepotism, and even murder. The hilarious 
ensemble cast does a great job of capturing 
the over-the-top story and characters on 
stage. Finally. Hunter Mobley directs 
Pinter’s Celebration, in which two couples 
go out to dinner at a nice restaurant to 
celebrate an anniversary with humorous 
and unusual results. 

The 2003 MBA One- Acts, also 
called “Highways”, will open at 6:30 on 
Wednesday April 30'". followed by two 
shows on Thursday at 7:30 and Friday at 
8:00.On a closing note, the directors would 
like to thank Dr. Fuller for all of the guidaiKe 
he has given us over the past seven years. 
We could not have done these without you. ' 

Hope you enjoy the show. 


By Christopher Schuller 

High school bands are similar to 
insects: there are millions of different 
varieties, but very few immediately 
distinguish themselves and make an 
impression. Luckily Monty Bell’s is 
graced with two very distinguished and 
distinguishable musical groups. The 
Vivid Lemon and Red Light Shift. 

The Vivid Lemon don’t sing. While 
it may seem like such an omission leaves 
only half a rock performance, it is the 
guarantee of this honourable newspaper 
that no listener with any appreciation 
for music could be at all disappointed. 
Matt Hearn makes his sleek manipulation 
of drumsticks look impressively 
effortless; the long-haired bassist 
Konrad Maurer lends an underlying 
stability in music and in performance 
while guitarist Matt Hajacos plays the 
guitar grinning ear to ear ail the while 
gyrating like the object of a snake 
charmer’s affection. Listening to The 


By Christopher Schuller 


On April 4. 2003 a joint effort between 
Mrs. G’anne Harmon. Harpeth Hall’s 
Winterim director and MBA English 
teacher Mr Haywood Moxley came at 
last to fruition: the Fireside Writers, 
whose name will change when we find a 
better one. met for the first time as the 
new MBA-HH creative writing society. 
In a leap forward for MBA student 
enthusiasm and involvement, almost 
thirty representatives of the Big Red 
from a wide range of interests and 
personality types and social classes 
attended. 

The Mont Bell’s own Shaun McFall 
led the group through an intriguing 
creative writing exercise to pull 
everyone into the mood, and it is the 


Vivid Lemon’s wordless artistry is like 
making out with the laws of physics — 
bathing in a synaesthesia which c^ls to mind 
all of the things which are truly jarring about 
the essence of music, all of the things which 
pull people out of their chairs and wildly 
across the open floor, happily imprisoned 
in a sonic hypnosis. Come to see this band 
starving for stimulus — you will leave 
bloated and blissful. 

After a set change which no theater 
director would have dreamt of tolerating but 
which was mild by live-music standards, 
things transited to a less dramatic yet 
equally Uilented modus operand!: Red Light 
Shift opened with a meticulously-performed 
four-part-harmony rendition of the Scales 
Elementarty alma mater a cappella, much 
to the confused ecstasy of their rabid posse 
of female fans. Come to think of it. those 
girls acted with some sort of ecstasy to 
everything this band did for the next hour, 
which has a way of pulling everyone 


plan of the joint facilitators to have 
students operate and direct this society 
in every aspect. The society plans also to 
host an open-mic coffeehouse at 8 p.m. 
on Friday, May 16 at Rocketown: watch 
Student Information. Announcements, 
and posted notices for further details. 

Our meeting format is 
delightfully inexpensive: pizza and cokes 
followed by more creativity than one 
could possibly shake a stick at; the next 
meeting is Tuesday, April 29 in the Harpeth 
Hall library. Interested MBA students 
should sec Mr. Moxley 
(moxleyh(<iffc.montgomerybell.com) to join 
the group. We're looking for songwriters, 
poets, prosaic people, and anyone 
interested in improving his writing to join 
the society. 


present into the world of the band. Every 
bit of Red Light Shift’s wide influences was 
in some way represented by this band 
which remains pleasantly unwilling to limit 
itself to any particular genre. Vocals are very 
much a group effort: Guitarists Jay Howell 
and Peter Christenberry’s majority 
command of the singing was regularly 
supplemented by bassist Teddy 
(Thristenberry and even drummer Parker 
Prevost. RLS' most satisfying number, 
however, involved none of the above: In a 
million covers and arrangements and 
versions and incarnations, I have never 
before enjoyed the Super Mario Brothers 
theme on the level I did as these four 
interpreted it. 

These two bands make an 
incredible show — more than worth a 
precious evening of your adolescence, 
which I suggest you sacrifice Friday, April 
25 at the empyrean coffee shop within 
Rocketown; admission is free. 


G)i^;natiilations 
to Next 
Year’s Senior 
Class 
Leaders! 

President: Ben Pote 
Vice-President: Christopher 
Schuller 

Secretary: Corey Burton 
Treasurer: Ted Tywang 

Student Council: Taylor Tate 
David Donlon 
Dan Gift 
Matthew 

Barnes 

Honor Council: Matt Smith 
Scott Hagan 
James Dade 
Max Douglas 


News Brief: MBA/ 
Harpeth Hall 

Creative Writing 
Society Created 
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In How Many Languages Can You Say Cultural Diversity 

By Ben Pole 


During the week of April 7th, the 
MBA campus tnmsformed into an all- 
out cultural diversity machine. Cultural 
Awareness Week began on that Monday, 
and the entire campus took part in various 
activities having to do with diversity during 
the three-day span of the “festival.” 
Monday began with a talk in assembly from 
Rabbi Ken Kanter, rabbi of the reform 
synagogue the Temple. His thoughts about 
peace and diversity, including a short 
anecdote to prove his point, opened up the 
minds of the student body and prepared 
them for what was sure to be a very 
promising Cultural Awareness Week. 
Opinions, however, seemed to vary as the 
week progressed. 


Tuesday’s “silent movement” 
activity on the Uack turned out to be a great 
success, at least it would seem so from the 
number of students and faculty that showed 
up. The goal of the activity was to display 
how even though MBA students may differ 
in their religious ideas, previous schools, 
and sports in which they participate, we are 
all still part of a community. We had hoped 
that the students would have applied this 
to a larger scale, realizing that the differences 
in the world are not so deeply rooted; we 
arc all part of a whole. I don’t think that 
many of those who panicipated in the 
activity got this message though. Perhaps 
the lack of understanding is due to the fact 
that MBA has never really done an activity 


tfiat has separated the students and faculty 
in that way. i.e. in groups that may cause 
discomfiture. I could have only hoped that 
the students would be more open-minded 
of the other activities. 

During advisory meetings on 
Wednesday, the student body was able to 
voice their opinions about the week and their 
ideas about cultural differences in their lives, 
as we filled out a questionnaire relating to 
various ideas concerning different kinds of 
discrimination in the community. I myself 
voiced my opinion on how I thought the 
week went, and after talking to other 
students I believe that the general 
consensus was that the activities during 
the week were very insightful, but could 


have used some improvement, be it relating 
to the students on a more personal level or 
incoqxHHting more interactive activities for 
next year. 

I would personally like to thank 
everybody who got on board to help plan 
this year’s Cultural Awareness Week. I hope 
for the next year we can remember and heed 
the words of the journalist Edward R. 
Murrow. who said. “Everyone is a prisoner 
ofhis own experiences. No one can eliminate 
prejudices, just recognize them.” Let us 
recognize our prejudices in an effort to 
accept everyone else for who they are. 


Results of Diversity Poll 


QttCftion Summan r 

■“7^ : •- Averao^ Nenr* 

imerrupt someone telling a racial or ethnic loke? 

2 5 

Challenge friends expressing a gender stereotvoe’ 

2.6 

Usien to radio shows or television proorams that demean women, raaal arouos oavs? 

2.9 

Examine your own language for unconscious bias or stereotype'^ 

3.1 

Ask exchange students about their country of origin’ 

34 

Volunteer your time for a cause you suDoorf 

' 3.5 

Donate goods or money to shelters for battered women or homeless’ 

2!9 

intervene when a person or group is sexually harassino someone’ 

3.3 

Think about the definition of rape’ 

2.8 

Truly appreciate a friend’s differences from you’ 

3.7 

Take the lead in welconung people of color to your class club 

3.4 

Challenges the cuRural expectations of body images of men and women’ 

2.6 

Protest unfair or exclusionary practices in an organization’ 

2.9 

Fe« disenminated against? 

2.4 

Examine your own level of comfort around issues of sexual orientation and sexual 

1 practices? 

2.9 


I = Never 

5 = Alua\ ^ 


Student Opinions on Diversity Week 

I feel that “Mix It Un Dav” in a 


I feel that “Mix It Up Day” was very effective in promoting ethnic awareness. I 
must say I learned a lot while silently sitting with four other white guys I didn’t 
know. .Michael Ross 


It was ok! 


I can entertain myself around anyone. Reggie Coopwood 


think that the new and fresh approach to the cultural awareness week was needed 
More of a focus on issues about diversity and ethnic interactions is needed, rather than 
simply putting on shows and giving out grub. Not to say that I haven’t enjoyed the 
music and speakers, but this year was a nice change. Taylor Barnett 


I wasn’t at MBA for lunch. However. I did attend the silent movement exercise. I 
thought this actually didn’t do anythingio show diversity. Rather, it led to a more avid 
reco^ition of dominant majorities. I myself only come out in the ’’other” categories. 
T^ is e^iecially strange . given that I am one of seven or eight Hindus and from India 
What good has this program done if only white Christians go to the middle? I don’t 
think that this activity did anythipg to promote cultural awareness. Vlvek Surti 

It was interesting to sit with people I don’t usually sit with. Even though we talked 
little, as I have little time to eat at lunch, I felt welcomed by the seniors that I sat with 
arid appreciate that. I felt no awkward moments other than when I first sat down at the 

table. Someone commented on the lunchroom being a little quieter than usual. Sure I 

would do it again. Very interesting to sit with and meet new people who you might not 
know how nice they are. Jason Wallace 

The lunch mix it up was largely unsuccessful because I ended up with rich white 
American Christian boys at my table. Chris Starko 


Mix It Up Day” was worthless. No one talked; it was boring, and most people didn’t 
go to the nght table anyway. I would not want to do it again. William Schuller 

I think that if people took the time to see the purpose behind this exercise, people 
would enjoy meeting different peers. Chris Pickens 

I felt that “Mix it Up Day” was a plot by MBA to make it seem as if they really cared 
abouLdiversity when they really do not. It was the biggest waste of time and MBA will 
never really be diverse until they allow more minorities and women students. C. J. Hurt 

I thought it was embarrassingly revealing that people of religious persuasions other 
than Chnstiamty and Judaism were lumped together in a category called “other” What 
of the Hindus. Muslims, atheists. Buddhists? Christopher Smith 

In response to “celebrating diversity” week as a whole. I believe that it is divisive and 
was worthless. We all know about differences, and we aren’t going to become more 
informed or change our behavior due to a few ridiculous exercises. Andrew Keyser 










